Community Connection is a publication of Eastland
Baptist Church. The purpose of this newsletter is to provide
encouragement to the homes and families of our community.
If you do not currently have a church home we invite you to be
our guest in one of our services soon!

EBC Connections:
Website
eastlandbaptist.org
Blog
pastordorrell.com
Twitter
twitter.com/EBCtulsa

Service Times:
Sunday - classes for all ages @ 9:30am
worship service @ 10:30am
evening service @ 6pm
Wednesday - Bible study @ 7pm

Falling IN LOve Again
R

emember when you fell in love with your spouse?
The warm fuzzy feelings, the late night dates, and
long conversations. It’s a wonderful feeling to be in
love. So you got married. And then life hit you hard!
Amid other things, careers and children begin to fill
your already busy life. If you’re like most couples one
of the first things that gets pushed to the side is dating
your spouse. When we abandon the things that helped
us fall in love we will just as easily fall out of love.
In a recent article published in USA Today,
psychologist Howard Markman of the University of
Denver and director of the university’s Center for
Marital and Family studies said, “The more you invest
in fun and friendship and being there for your partner,
the happier the relationship will get over time. The
correlation between fun and marital happiness is high,
and significant.” One of the best things you can do for
your marriage is to never stop dating your spouse.
The following are helpful steps when it comes to
dating your spouse:

1. Dating should be diverse
Men and women view dating differently. Women
typically want friendship and intimacy; they want
to have conversation. Men simply want to share an
activity together such as golf or a sports game; they
want a buddy. It’s important to note that most men
will open their spirit when you are doing something
together.
Find activities you can both engage in and you will
find conversation unfolding to the satisfaction of both
partners.
2. Dating should be scheduled
For my wife and I, if it doesn’t get on the calendar it
doesn’t get done. Date nights should be given priority
on our calendars and protected against other events
in our life.
3. Dating should be exclusive
It’s best to put distractions aside and focus on your
spouse for the time you have allotted. Put away the
electronic devices, get a babysitter for the kids, and
give attention to your spouse.
4. Dating should be consistent
Dating isn’t a one-time event. It’s something that
should be done weekly and consistently. If you miss
a week don’t beat yourself up. Simply try again the
next week.
Many marriages are faltering at alarming rates and it’s
not necessary. A simple Internet search will give you a
lot of great ideas for spending time with your spouse.
This spring I challenge you to go on a date and fall in
love again!

By Daniel Fleet
Associate Pastor

Building

Family

Memories
In the tremendous challenge of raising children,
one of the things that will create a bond of affection
between teen and child are good memories.
Everyone’s heart is endeared to people and places
when positive memories are associated with them.
Over the years, my wife and I have purposely
built many happy memories into the fabric of our
children’s lives. I can’t remember when it began, but
many years ago a family tradition was started that
no doubt will bring a smile to the
faces of our children in the years
to come and most likely will
be passed on to their families
as well. One evening we were
having spaghetti for dinner,
and upon the completion
of the prayer I just had this
overwhelming urge to throw
a spaghetti noodle at one
of the kids. So with great
accuracy and skill, I let
loose a single strand of the
skinny pasta and it found
its mark around the nose of
an unsuspecting child. To
the delight of all, they saw
this as permission, and
soon all nine of us were
flinging the sticky stuff at
one another. In the end,
the dinner table was a

mess and part of the evening meal was no longer
edible, but most importantly there was laughter,
smiles, and lasting memories.
To this day, whenever we have spaghetti, as soon
as the prayer is finished a much smaller-scale food
fight occurs. Now, we only allow a small handful
to be thrown, but the tradition continues to the
delight of all, and there is always a mischievous
joy when guests come to the house and the meal
planned for the night is … spaghetti. You may not
choose to have a food fight, but it is important that
the short time you have with your children—and
especially your teens—that many good memories
are associated with family and home. Over the
years, we have played games together, gone on
hikes, spent vacation time together, cut down
Christmas trees, and most importantly sat around
the dinner table and talked and laughed. Someone
said, “What we remember from childhood we
remember forever,” and I believe that is true. In
simple and in big ways, take the time to invest in
good memories. You will never regret or forget the
times your family laughed, played, and spent time
together; and neither will your children or teens
when they are grown.

By Troy Dorrell
Lead Pastor

Giving

Life
to Motherhood

“Mooooom, I need you!” That can be a glorious call
or words that make you want to hide. As a mom of
seven, I have often heard those words. Being a mom
isn’t an easy task, but it is a blessed one.
My goal has been to build a life-long relationship with
my children. It is easy to get caught up in the chores
of today, or even to be counting the days when they
will be old enough to be on their own. However, as
moms it is important to remember that influence and
investment can and should continue throughout their
lives. I have found the acronym: LIFE to be helpful in
accomplishing that goal.

Listen – It is so important to listen to your
children. One on one, focusing on them, and making
them feel like you care about them and want to hear
what they have to say. Be excited when they are excited
and sad when they are sad. Talk to them as if they were
big. And when they are big, set time out of your day
when they come home to ask them about their day,
their friends, future, etc.
Instruct – Children need rules and guidelines
to help them feel loved and secure. Never yell at
them; instead, train them to listen the first time to
a normal, soft voice. When you yell, they associate
that with you being mad, not that they were wrong.
After correcting them, remember to hug them and go
on – never remain mad. Remember, you correct them
and discipline them because you are against the wrong
they are doing not against them. Teach them the right
way by your example!

By Teri Dorrell

Fun – Your home should be fun. It should be a place
where your children want to bring their friends – a
happy home where you play together, read together
and enjoy being together. Be real to them! It is OK
to be silly and do crazy things with them. One of our
family’s favorites is to have marshmallow wars in our
living room. Find time to take them one on one to go
get ice cream or their favorite drink. Enjoy them and
they will enjoy you and will want to be with you.

Encourage – There have been times when I have
felt like I am always getting on to one of the children. It is
in those times that they especially need encouragement.
Smile at them and find ways to let them know how
much you love them and are proud of them: simple
notes on their pillow or in their lunch sack. Take
time to share a struggle you had when you
were their age and what you learned from
it. Maybe they are overwhelmed with
homework or chores; this might be the
perfect time to help them.
There is not another role in this
world like that of a mother!
Time is too short to waste. Make
sure and listen to your children,
instruct them, have fun with
them, and encourage them. Most
importantly, enjoy your kids
and choose today to be
a happy mom.

Waving the

White Flag
We relate surrendering with giving up, like the white flag
on a battlefield. Surrender means “to stop fighting with
or resisting.” In the life of a teen, surrender is more than
necessary, it’s commanded. Teenager, understand this
principle: God wants to use you, but He’s willing to use
someone else.
God doesn’t need you. If you decide not to surrender your
life to the will of God, He isn’t in panic-mode because
you were His only hope! God wants to use you, but He’s
willing to use someone else. God cannot effectively use a
believer who has not first surrendered his will to the will
of God. So, if you’re not surrendered, it’s not that God
won’t use you—He can’t use you!
In Romans 12:1-2, there are four reasons why teens
should surrender to the will of God:
1. It’s Right
He writes, “I beseech you, therefore, brethren,
by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God…” If for no other reason, surrender
because it’s the right thing to do!
We’re called to be a “living sacrifice”. If
the time came for me to have to die for
my faith, I believe I would. But in this
passage, God is not asking us to die for
Him; He’s asking that we live for Him.
I believe God would be honored in
your death for Him, but He’s just
asking for your life.
2. It’s Reasonable
Paul continues, “I beseech
you, therefore, brethren,

By Jason Shuler
Youth Pastor

by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service.” I paraphrase, “Hey, I’m not asking you
to do something that isn’t logical, rational, or reasonable.”
There are things in this life that are not reasonable. A
study of 1500 gamers was recently conducted ranging in
ages 18-40. During that timespan of twenty-two years,
the average gamer spends about two years playing video
games. That is unreasonable, and fairly ridiculous! God
is asking us to do something that is very reasonable—
surrender to His will. It’s our individual responsibility.
3. It’s Renewing
In verse two, Paul says, “And be not conformed to this
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind…” Our duty as Christians is to win the world,
not become like the world. In today’s culture, many are
adopting the philosophy that in order to win the world
we must first become like the world. Instead of being
conformed, we’re to be transformed!
4. It’s Rewarding
Sometimes the greatest reward is simply the completion
of the task. Paul concludes this thought by saying, “And
be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what
is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”
That’s the reward!
In my experience, many teenagers never find the will
of God for their lives simply because they’ve refused to
surrender. What about you? If I could say it this way:
God wants to use you, and although He’s willing to use
someone else, He wants to use you! But will you wave the
white flag and surrender to Him?

Senior Haven is a Seniors Ministry facility of Eastland Baptist Church located at 2001 S. 129th E. Ave
in the Plaza 3 Shopping Center. This spacious, secure, well-equipped facility offers table games, crafts,
exercise, and informative sessions with helpful tips about programs and amenities available to seniors.

Tuesdays & Thursdays from 10am-4pm

Gifts Grandparents

Can Give

H

ow did it happen so fast? It seems like yesterday
our three daughters were still at home and our
lives were caught up in the daily project of
seeking to steer them in the right direction in life.
We now have twelve grandchildren and despite the
normal challenges that come with the territory, we
love being grandparents. What a privilege and what
a responsibility as well! They have been entrusted to
us and, as grandparents, we can help them by giving
them the following gifts:

physical health and protection. Pray that they will
develop healthy friendships. Pray for the proper adult
influences in their lives. Pray that God will develop
His character in them. Pray for them as they seek to
know God’s will for their future as an adult. We will
never regret the time we spend before the Lord on
their behalf.

4. Instruction

Do our grandchildren have the assurance that their
grandparents know God personally? By life and
language do we consistently demonstrate our faith to
them? Are we committed to faithful attendance in a
local church? Do we encourage our grandchildren to
do likewise?

In the Bible, God commands grandparents to
intentionally teach His principles to both children
and children’s children (Deuteronomy 6: 6-9). It goes
without saying that if we do not include the Bible in
our lives we can never transfer Bible knowledge to
our grandchildren. We need to hear it preached and
taught and we must spend time reading it daily. We
can teach our grandchildren to love and respect God’s
Word and we owe them our best effort in doing so.

2. Involvement with their parents

5. Indelible memories

We owe our grandchildren a proper relationship with
their parents, our children. We must not be “second
parents” and we must be discreet in our counsel to
them as they raise their children. A strained or nonexistent relationship can gender emotional damage
to grandchildren and breed insecurity in their lives.
Open communication between us and our children
allows us to work as a team to properly direct our
grandchildren.

Making memories is a great part of being a grandparent
and time spent with our grandchildren brings
tremendous joy and satisfaction. We need to spend
time making memories, but we also need to spend
time sharing memories! Our grandchildren need to
hear our stories, to see our old photos, to learn how
life was in years past. They need to hear about God’s
working in our lives and to be reminded that He has
not changed!

3. Intercessory prayer

As grandparents we have the privilege of giving gifts to
our grandchildren. It’s not wrong for us to give them
“things” but let’s be intentional in giving them life
principles as well.

1. Inspirational personal testimony

Do we pray for our grandchildren and do they know
that we do? We must pray for them daily, individually,
and specifically. Pray for their salvation and that
they would have a heart for God. Pray for their

By Jim Ramsey
Associate Pastor

By Jesse Becker
Music Pastor

I remember a time as a small child
when I was with my mother at a store and I became
captivated by something that interested me. I’m
sure it wasn’t long, but a few moments later I was
struck with tremendous fear as I looked up for my
mother and could not see her. I scanned the aisle
feverishly and began to panic. My next action was
to call out her name in desperation, relieved to
immediately feel her hand reach down for mine.

when the time comes. Some think that living
relatively good lives will qualify us. Some think
that completing certain religious acts will cleanse
our soul. But the Bible is very clear in Romans
3:10, “There is none righteous, no, not one.” No
matter what one may think, the fact is that we are
all people who have gone our own way and have
sinned. That alone keeps us from living with God
in Heaven someday.

Now, as a parent, I have watched my children go
through the same scenario; I saw them experience
that moment of terror. I always knew exactly where
they were; but in their world, I could have been
miles away. They had the awful realization that
they were lost—separated from their
father. They instinctively knew
that they could never find
their way home without me.
However, the good news is
that I was never farther away
than the call of my name.

When we realize that there is nothing we can do
to find our way home, the dreadful fear of being
lost strikes our heart. However, the good news
is that all you must do to be found is call on the
name of Jesus. Romans 10:13 says, “For whosoever
shall call upon
the name of There is no way we can
the Lord shall find our way home to
be saved.” It’s
heaven on our own.
that
simple
and that quick. You see, Jesus died on a cross for
our sin and became the one and only way home
to Heaven. The moment you call on Him to save
you, God forgives all your sin and through Jesus’
righteousness, reaches down to lead you home.

The Bible tells us that we are
in the same condition as that
little child. There is no way
we can find our way home
to Heaven on our own. One
passage in Isaiah 53 likens us to
sheep that have gone astray. We
have a nature that likes to go our
own way. We think we can live as
we’d like and that we will be able
to figure out how to get to Heaven

Have you ever realized your lost condition? Have
you recognized the fact that there is nothing you
can do to get to God? If so, won’t you call on His
name today? He is ready to save you. I would love
to hear of your decision; please come visit our
church so we can rejoice with you that you have
been found!

We invite you to join us as we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord.
The music and morning message will focus our attention on the hope
that is ours. Because He lives we can know that our sins are forgiven,
we have a home in Heaven, and we have a Companion and Guide for
life in Jesus. Easter weekend at Eastland Baptist is fun, memorable,
and meaningful for the whole family! There will be an Egg Hunt for
children (through 4th grade) after the morning service.
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