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For the past 25 years, it has been the joy of my life 
to be married to my wife, Teri. Together, the Lord 
has blessed us with seven children and years of 
wonderful memories and experiences. On a scale 

of 1 to 10, I would rate our marriage somewhere around 
an 11 or 12. However, this good relationship was not born 
out of simple compatibility or good fortune, but rather out 
of commitment and hard work. Since the earliest days or 
our marriage, we made a commitment to each other that 
we would always work out our difficulties, love and respect 
one another, and spend lots of time together. That simple 
formula has helped us weather every storm and grow our 
marriage into something special. Any thinking person has 
to realize that two individuals living in the same house are 
going to disagree and fight occasionally. That is just a fact 
of life and something that has to be understood. But our 
disagreements and fights don’t have to be destructive and 
can actually be opportunities for us to grow. The truth is, 
most of the fights in a marriage are not the result of big 
issues as much as they are a result of some sort of sin or 
pride in our hearts. When we find ourselves in a hot debate 
and escalating tensions, the first place we need to look for 
a solution is not at the outside circumstances but on the 
inside of our own hearts. The greatest problems of life are 
never around us, but they are within us.

The Bible tells us that pride is the source of contention 
and fighting, and that when pride goes away so, too, does 
the fighting. When we accept the possibility that we could 
be wrong and the other person has a valid point, great 
progress can be made in resolving marital conflict. When 

we humble ourselves 
enough to really listen, 
talk things through, and 
defer to one another, we 
have just planted the 
seeds of a great marriage. 
Loving and respecting 
one another are other key 
components to a happy 
marriage. Love simply 
means that you commit 
yourself to acting in 
the other person’s best 
interest—that you are 
a giver, and not a taker. 

It seems backwards, but when you focus on meeting your 
marriage partner’s needs, you will suddenly discover a joy 
in your own heart and a desire in your spouse’s heart to 
meet your needs. It may sound self-serving, but really it is 
just a Bible truth: In order to be loved, you need to give it. 
Even the hardest of hearts can be softened when they are 
the recipients of kindness and love. Over the years I have 
discovered that the more I love Teri and do things for her, 
the more she loves me and has a desire to do things for me. 
I guess the point in love and respect is this: Give what you 
want to receive, and most likely you will find it in time.

Finally, and perhaps the greatest thing Teri and I have 
done to develop a happy marriage, is simply to spend time 
together. Over the years we have made a habit of getting up 
early in the mornings and walking together. We generally 
spend about an hour each morning doing this, and it is 
amazing how many problems can be solved and difficulties 
overcome by simply being together during this time. We 
talk about our children, our marriage, hopes, dreams, 
and dozens of other things during these early morning 
appointments. Rather than developing separate hobbies, we 
have just done things together. For a number of years, we 
had a Gold Wing motorcycle, and Teri and I spent many 
happy hours together 
discovering the back 
roads of Oklahoma 
and Arkansas. The 
motorcycle was fun, 
but the time together 
was even better. We 
have hiked together, vacationed together, traveled together; 
we eat together and play together. Teri is not just my wife; 
she is also my companion and best friend. It seems almost 
overly simplistic, but couples who play, pray, and spend time 
together–stay together and are happy. A happy marriage is 
simply the result of a couple choosing to do those things 
that will produce what they want. There is a principle I 
learned some years ago that has application to the marriage 
relationship; it goes like this: Your system(s) of behaviors are 
perfectly designed to produce the results you are getting. 
What we do in our marriage will determine what we get out 
of it. A happy marriage is not an accident; it is the result of 
hard work, grace, love, forgiveness, and apology.

A hAppy mArriAge is not An 
Accident; it is the result 
of hArd work, grAce, love, 
forgiveness, And Apology.

A Happy Marriage
by Pastor Troy Dorrell



This summer we had the privilege of getting away 
for family vacation. We were able to spend time 
with my parents for about a week and a half in 
the month of June. One day, my dad and I took a 

walk and spent some time talking. We talked about sports, 
church, and a myriad of different topics. Then, he asked me 
a thought-provoking question about my perspective on his 
parenting over the years. I had to think about that one for 
a minute. Like all relationships, ours had experienced ups 
and downs, but looking back on my time growing up under 
his roof—I was grateful for the way he had raised me.

I answered my dad’s question with this statement: 
“While I didn’t always enjoy the process, I’m thankful for the 
product.” I mean, what teenager enjoys the process? Being 
grounded, having certain privileges revoked, working to 
regain my parent’s trust. At times, the process seemed more 
like torture! But as a young adult in my twenties today, I 
am grateful for the product. My father is by no means a 
perfect parent, nor did he raise a perfect son; however, I’m 
pleased for who I am today because of the way my dad 
raised me. 

Solomon was not a great father. As a king, he used a 
brilliant military tactic in that he married the daughters of 
pagan kings and developed pacts with many foreign nations. 
What king wants to go to war against his son-in-law? As 
a result of Solomon’s strategic military prowess, the man 
had seven hundred wives and three hundred girlfriends; a 
thousand women must have culminated in more children 
than any father could have raised well. Although Solomon 
was not a great father, he did understand this parenting 
principle: “Train up a child in the way he should go: and 

when he is old, he will not depart from it.” (Proverbs 22:6) 
It is the responsibility of parents to do our best in raising 
our kids in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

Now that I’m a parent, it is my heart’s desire to raise 
my son in the same way that my dad raised me. My dad 
was faithful to God’s word, and to God’s house; I want to 
model the same for my son. My dad was faithful to loving 
my mom. Whether you’re saved or not, every parent owes 
that to their children. The things that I make a priority 

in my life are the same things that my son will make a 
priority in his life. As a young dad, I know I’m going to 
make mistakes in my parenting methods. The process will 
become rocky at times, but by God’s grace I’ll strive to be 
the dad to my son that my father was to me.

How important is your parenting? Whether or not we 
recognize it, we are cultivating a process by which our 
kids will reap the benefits of someday. Every product has 
a process; as a parent, it is your responsibility to guide that 
process. So instead of asking how important your parenting 
is, perhaps the better question would be: How important 
are your kids?

It was a hot summer afternoon. The sun was shining brightly 
as I exited off of I-244W onto 1st Street in downtown Tulsa. 
I was having “one of those days.” I forgot my sunglasses at 
home so I was squinting, I was on the phone taking care of 
some business so my mind was preoccupied, and I was late 
for my appointment so I was in a hurry. I turned off 1st 
street, took a left on Detroit Ave., and looked up just in time 
to see a truck headed straight for me in my lane! He started 
honking and gave me a not so friendly wave. After honking 
back I quickly got out of his way and thought, “That guy is 
an idiot! What does he think he is doing?” 

It was about that time that I saw it. It was a little sign with an 
arrow that had a simple phrase “one way.” Suddenly I realized 
who the idiot was. It wasn’t him - it was me. 

As I contemplate my blunder I am mindful of another road 
- the road to Heaven. Jesus said in John 14:6, “I am the way, 
the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me.” There are many people today who believe that there 
are multiple ways to Heaven. But they are not looking at the 
one-way sign. May I ask you a question? Are you heading the 
right way on the one-way road to Heaven? Do you know for 
sure that if you were to die soon that Heaven will be your 
eternal home? If not would you consider the following?

1. You are a sinner.

As hard as that might be to admit the Bible teaches that 
we are all sinners. Romans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God.” Sin is any act that is 
contrary to God’s laws and commands. 

2. Your sin has a price that must be paid.

Our sins separate us from God and have a penalty attached to 
them. Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death.” The 
“wage” or payment is spiritual death and eternal separation 

from God in a place called Hell. The Bible teaches that Hell 
is an awful place full of torment and pain.  

3. God loves you and paid the price for your sin.

John 3:16 explains, “For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” Through 
the death and resurrection of Jesus, He became the wage or 
payment for our sin. Salvation from our sin is provided.

God loves us so much and wants us to spend eternity with 
Him in Heaven. But in order to have a relationship with 
God we must stop trusting in ourselves, our works, and our 
religion. We must place our full trust in Jesus Christ alone 
for the forgiveness of our sin and eternal life. 

4. In order for the payment of your sins to be 
complete you must believe in Jesus.

Romans 10:13 states, “For whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.” That is a promise from 
God that if you will pray to Him, recognize that you are a 
sinner, and ask Him to forgive you of your sins then He will 
save you from your sins and give to you the gift of eternal life! 
Would you make that decision today?

You could pray something like this: “Dear Jesus, I know that 
I am separated from you because of my sin. I realize that I 
cannot earn my way into Heaven and I cannot get there on 
my own. Right now, I turn to You and ask that You would 
forgive me of my sin and save me from the penalty of my sin. 
I trust you to provide me with eternal life. – Amen”

Remember, there is only one-way to Heaven and it is through 
Jesus Christ. I hope that you will trust in Him today!

 

By Jason Shuler
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By Daniel Fleet
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every product hAs A 
process; As A pArent, it 
is your responsibility to 
guide thAt process.

Does your family have a church home?

In today’s culture it is important that your family has a place to grow in Christ. 

If you don’t have a church home Eastland Baptist Church is the place for 

you! We are a church where conservative music is sung, preaching is life 

changing, and Christ is glorified. Would you join us this Sunday at 10:30am?
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