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Two Are Better Than One

The Value of Friendship and a Church Family

C om m u n i c ati on

By Troy Dorrell
Pastor

Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour. For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow:
but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up. - Ecclesiastes 4:9-10

A

s travelers through life, God never intended that
we make our journey alone. There are simply
too many obstacles and challenges to navigate
without the help and assistance of others. Plus, life is
simply too grand not to have someone to share the joy
and wonder of it all with!
Fellowship with others is one of the great blessings of
life, and to have a friend is not just a good idea, it is really
God’s idea for us. God himself is called the friend of
sinners. That’s who we are—imperfect people in need of
both a Savior and a friend.
God’s desire to be our friend is so strong that He was
willing to die on the cross for us to make provision for
the forgiveness of our sins and to restore a lost fellowship
with Him that our sins created. The simple gospel story is
that God became a perfect man and died on the cross to
pay the penalty for our sins and stands as the substitute
for those who receive his provision by faith. By trusting
Jesus Christ as Savior, we secure our salvation and gain an
abiding friend in Jesus.
The Lord knows there is value in earthly friendship, as
well as fellowship. One place in the Bible where God tells
us why having a good friend is important is in Ecclesiastes.
There, we are told something simple but very profound:
two are better than one. The reason given is that we gain
something together that cannot be had alone. Three things
specifically are mentioned.
First, two are better than one because
when we fall down there is someone there to
lift us up. More often than we like to admit,
we do fall down in life. There are times when
we fail, we get discouraged, and we mess
up and blow up. What a blessing
it is when a good and godly
friend is there to lift us up,
dust us off, and encourage us
with supportive words. The
truth is many people don’t
have friends like that, and
they are poorer for it.

Second, we are told that two are better than one,
because when one is vulnerable another is there to make
him stronger. A real concern in the ancient world was the
threat of cold and the peril of traveling alone. During
extremely cold weather, body heat could often make
the difference between life and death. The principle and
application though have to do with vulnerability. Alone,
we are in a more precarious condition without the help
and support of another. Vulnerability comes when we
are weak and tired, alone without accountability, and
tempted by things that
A real friend isn’t just a
hold the potential to hurt
companion but someone
us. But, a friend who
who helps us become a
stands with us can help
better person.
us when we are weak, can
provide the accountability and counsel we need to make
better decisions, and is there to help us stand against the
threatening things of life.
The third reason we are given that two are better than
one is that two people have the ability to protect each
other against the dangers of life better than a person does
alone. When in a battle, it is a blessing to know someone
has our back. The same is true when we navigate the
battles of life. Having someone who is there, who will
stand with us, fight for us, and be there for us in our time
of need is a blessing beyond measure.
These are just a few of the Biblical reasons for the
value in friendship and why I believe it is so important
to be a part of a church family. In a good church, you
will find the kind of friends that will be there for you as
you navigate the blessings and difficulties of life, someone
to stand beside you in good times and bad, during both
your triumphs and your trials—people who will tell you
the things you need to hear, not just the things you might
want to hear. You see, a real friend isn’t just a companion
but someone who helps us become a better person. That is
the kind of friend Jesus Christ wants to be for us, and the
kind of friend he intends for us to be to one another. If
a real friend is something you are looking for today, then
I would like to invite you to visit our church sometime
soon and let us introduce you to the Friend of sinners,
and we will give a genuine effort to being your friend, too.

IN Marriage
Most problems in marriage do not come from money, inlaws, or children. All couples face strife, but the main reason
most couples break up is communication breakdown.
The couple that learns to properly communicate can
work through almost anything.
Here are a few Biblical principles that can help you as you
relate to your spouse:
Apologize. Perhaps the most important ten words in
your marriage are these: “I am sorry. I was wrong. Will
you forgive me?” Say these words and say them often.
You’re not perfect and you will offend your spouse, often
times unintentionally. Swallow your pride, admit you
were wrong, and ask for forgiveness. Couples who fail to
apologize to each other grow further and further apart.
Offer Forgiveness. When we hold onto offenses,
we are holding onto something that will cause bitterness
and resentment. We are happier and healthier when we
choose to extend forgiveness regardless of whether or not
an apology was offered.
If we do not forgive, it is as if we are drinking poison and
waiting for the other person to suffer harm. Too often we
hold our mate to a higher standard than we hold ourselves
to. Forgive your spouse and let God work in their heart.
Extend Grace. Your spouse isn’t perfect…then again,
neither are you. We all get upset and say things in a moment
of passion that we don’t mean. When your spouse is angry

Great marriages take great work and we want to help.
We invite you to join one of our couples classes on Sunday
mornings at 9:30am. Come and hear helpful Bible lessons
about marriage, finances, and raising children. Learn God’s
plan for a joyful home and connect with other couples your
age at Eastland Baptist Church.

and says words that are hurtful, give them space and time
to calm down. They may not deserve your goodness, but
that’s what grace is for. If you will overlook their faults it
will make it easier for them to overlook yours.
Respond Softly. Relational tension escalates quickly.
We say things like, “They know what buttons to push,” or
“They make me so angry!” The reality is no one can make
you angry. Anger is always a personal problem that must
be dealt with internally and by God’s grace.
Instead, speak with a soft tone when you are having a
conversation about something you and your mate disagree
on. We have a choice: we can use our words to stir anger
or we can use our words to turn anger away.
Choose love. Love is determined by the one choosing
to love and not by the one being loved. Your spouse doesn’t
have to love you first in order for you to love them. Love
really is a choice that you must make.
Be Kind. Someone once said, “If you’re unkind, you’re
the wrong kind.” Kindness always accomplishes great
good. If you want your spouse to not just love you, but like
you, then practice being kind. Too often we treat the most
important person in our life in the worst possible way.
Give your spouse the gift of your undivided attention
while they are speaking to you. And when it is your turn
to respond, remember how important they are and speak
with gentleness and thoughtfulness.

Almost
W

ould almost be good enough for you? I’ll give
you an illustration: If my wife were to ask me
if I loved her and I answered, “Almost” that
would not go over very well at my house. The same is true
when it comes to being a Christian. Ninety-nine percent
simply is not good enough! In his book, The 17 Essential
Qualities of a Team Player, John Maxwell writes this: “If
99.9 percent were good enough, then 811,000 faulty rolls
of 35 millimeter film would be loaded this year, 22,000
checks would be deducted from the wrong bank accounts
in the next 60 minutes, and 12 babies would be given to the
wrong parents today alone.” Almost is never good enough!
There are no 99.9% Christians—it’s either all or nothing.
There are many good people who are almost saved, but
lost. They are depending on religion, or their own good
works, or anything other than Jesus Christ to get them into
heaven. Popular religions will tell you there are many ways
to get into heaven, but the Bible says, “Neither is there
salvation in any other: for there is none other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”
(Acts 4:12) Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life:
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6)
Without putting our faith in the saving knowledge of Jesus
Christ—there is no way to be saved.
I’m afraid that people today are depending on their own
good works in order to attain salvation. No one ever went
to heaven because they were a good person; in fact, the
Bible says there are none good enough to reach heaven.
“As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one.
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.”
(Romans 3:10, 23) No one ever went to heaven because
they attended mass or participated in giving money. The
Bible says in Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God: Not
of works, lest any man
should boast.” There is
nothing more we can do
in order to attain salvation, because Jesus Christ has already
completed the task when He died on the cross for our sins.
As sinners, we deserve the punishment of eternal
separation from God in a place called hell. None of us
deserve heaven, but Jesus Christ made a way for us to be
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saved from our sins when He died for us. “For the wages
of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6:23) All we have to do,
in order to be saved, is to accept His free gift of eternal life.
“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved.” (Romans 10:13) Perhaps the greatest part of the
gospel message is that anyone can be saved!

I remember watching a show called Gilligan’s Island as
a kid. Countless times, I remember the passengers of the
S.S. Minnow almost being rescued. Seemingly every show,
their rescue was so close, and yet so far. So what about you;
are you saved? If you were to die today, are you absolutely
certain that heaven would be your home? If not, you’re
probably almost saved. But to be almost saved is to be lost.
Would you take a moment right now and ask Jesus Christ
to save you? Simply confess that you’re a sinner in need of
a Savior and ask Jesus to save you. Once you’ve made that
decision, I would invite you to visit our church. I would
love to personally rejoice with you about your decision to
become a Christian, not just an almost Christian!

